LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
SCHOOL-IN-A-BOX IN CONJUNCTION WITH UNICEF
Hi, my name is Francine Kincaid and District Governor Mel Stokes has given me the honor of chairing the International Relations arm of his cabinet for 2008-2009.

The first program I want to introduce you to is “School-In-A-Box” sponsored by LCIF and UNICEF.  A crisis can hit at any time.  In British Columbia you are familiar with devastating fires that can debilitate a community.  In the United States we have experienced severe flooding.  Both entities have been warned of imminent earthquakes.  When disaster suddenly disrupts daily lives, the educational environment can provide an organized, familiar setting allowing children to interact with their peers and experience a sense of routine so beneficial during a time of crisis.
School-In-A- Box was developed by education experts in 1994 and offers essential classroom supplies, such as notebooks, pencils and scissors for as many as 80 students per box.  The materials come in an oblong trunk that can double as a blackboard.  The kits are adapted to each region’s specific needs and languages.

The kits offer traumatized children a semblance of normal life.  Once school is in session, parents are relieved of the stress of dealing with their anxious children while trying to cope with the disaster and regain some normalcy for themselves and their families.

Each kit costs approximately US $190.  A donation of US $500 or more will qualify a club to receive a “School-In-A-Box” banner patch and recognition by Lions Club International Foundation.
Please consider donating $500 to LCIF for the School-In-A-Box program, or generously give from the heart when your Zone Chairman visits your club and passes around the School-In-A-Box pencil box.  We never know when the next disaster may occur where we live and this is a profound gift to the community during an emergency.
I am happy to answer any questions, contact lion.francine@comcast.net or at 360 671-2340.  
